The History of Robert Warren and Ester (Croshaw) Warren 


Introduction 

This history is written based upon various records and stories I have recovered over time. 

Much of what I have recorded here was supplied by Robert Edward Warren, my unde, who has since passed. A great 
amount of his genealogical work was limited at the time he published his work, ‘The Warren family" due in great part to the 
physical and technological limitations of genealogical research. The use of digital archives and internet capabilities have 
greatly increased access to records that were not available to my unde, Robert Warren. I have used much of his work; 
corrected ovnd expanded the history based upon the records I have discovered ovnd pictures I have included from the archive I 
have preserved for the family. 

Many of the photos and information I have included have come to me through various extended family members, including 
Serneda Sergum, Barbara Turner, Ren Qcott, and Ellen DiMitri, and most recently Wayne and John Warren. Thank you all 
for contributing. Qome corrections were necessary for historical accuracy. 


Marvin Paranych 201 ? 


So they say the easiest place to start is at the beginning so for me that would be with my parents, so here 
goes: 

My mother was Vivian Agnes Warren (b. May 20, 1929). She was the youngest daughter of Robert 
Warren, the town butcher and entrepreneur in Vegreville, Alberta. She grew up with nine siblings and 
many of her immediate family went on to move throughout Western Canada. Her parents actually had 
eleven children but one died quite young (Grace Warren, twin to Kenneth). I suspect that there may have 
been a twelfth child due to a large time gap between some of the births but I have yet to uncover any 
records to support that theory. 

My father, Cecil Paranych, was a first generation Ukrainian-Canadian. He was born to John Paranich and 
Victoria Bandura, both immigrants to Canada from Bila, Ukraine in July of 1900. 

John came to Canada with his father Cyril, his mother Maria Julia Dunajewski and five other brothers of 
various ages. The Paranich (Paranicz, Paranych) family members all established themselves well in 
Canada. At last count, John and Victoria had more than 200 descendants. I suspect it is somewhat more 
at this point. 
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Mr. and Mrs Robert Warren, Sr., 

have announced the marriage of 

their daughter. Vivian Agnes t o 

! Cecil B. Paranich, son of Mr. and 

Mrs. J. Paranich of Vegreville. The 

couple will reside in Edmonton. 

* * *• ** * • « » • « 


My father Cecil, met my mother in the 
town of Vegreville, Alberta shortly after 
he was discharged from the RCAF at 
the end of the Second World War. So, 
as a result of their union, I am the fourth 
child of six in total, a second generation 
Ukrainian with ties to England, Scotland 
and Ireland maternally. I currently 
reside in Edmonton, with my spouse 
Janice (Schmelzle) Paranych; our 
children all live in the Edmonton area. 




Vivian’s father, my maternal grandfather, Robert Warren, (b. Oct 22, 1882) met his spouse Ester Iris 
Croshaw (b. April 05, 1891) in Winnipeg, Manitoba in the early 1900’s. Robert was the son of William 
Warren Jr. and Sarah Robertson. He was born on a farm just outside of Matilda, Iroquois, Ontario. 


Robert Warren’s father, my Great Grandfather, William 
Warren Jr, took over the farm at the age of 15 after a 
clergyman had notified the family of the drowning 
death of my Great, Great Grandfather, William Warren 
Sn in the Niagara river. The story has it that the family 
learned of William Warren’s death several weeks after 
it occurred. Robert’s Grandmother, Hannah (Woollis) 

Warren, was 39 when she was widowed. She had 
eight children. 

Over time, a few stories surrounded the death of 
William Warren Sn. It was said that he was robbed 
while transporting the payroll. There is another story 
that he purchased a keg of spirits and drowned 
transporting it across the river. At first, it was recorded 
that William Sn. died in 1865. None of these stories would prove to be correct. After a great deal of 
dogged research, I actually did find a record of the event that took my great, great grandfather’s life. It 
came to me in the form of a newspaper record from the York Herald Newspaper about his death. It was 
published in January of 1866. It pins his death and its cause exactly to Saturday Jan 13, 1866. It is shown 
here. 


Fatal ActtheST 
Cli'f’Um, C.W.. Jan. 15, 


THE NlAGr.lU.—- 
IS till. On Saiur- 


rky ‘"vtnin,; about the i'ofry Ixxtl at 

Fmt E it 1 not liein^ miming e*i account wi’ 
the ice, Mr. W, A, Thrmi’tson, the- Vict - 
PiCsidimt of the Erie and Niagara rail road, 
ftn-l one of their foremen, William Warren, 
and a ferryman al I cm pled to cross in a 
(small boat. When two-thirds of the way 
ner&ss some lar^c cakes of ice came down 
and store in the bout, when poor Warren 
sunk. Hr. Thompson and the ferry mart 
succeeded in gtdtii )i on two separate pieces 
of ice and were earned down to Tnrmw&iids, 
where tiiwsr repeated ciies for lie Ip wore 
heard, and they were resuced. 


William Warren Senior and Hannah Woods 



William Warren Sn, married Hannah Woolliss in Thoresway, 
Lincolnshire, England on November 20, 1848. Above is the church 
that William and Hannah were married in. 




















Hannah Woolliss’s parents were John Woolliss (born in 1800) and Anna Robinson (born in 1802), both 
were of Scottish descent. They are buried in Scotland. 

Hannah, or Anna (as she was called) died in 1919, her picture is shown here and was provided to me by 
Barbara Turner, daughter of Joseph Willis Warren who was Robert Warren’s nephew. Stories relate that 
Hannah died from smoke inhalation when the farm house burnt to the ground. The death record however 
indicates her death was a result of pneumonia. 


When her husband died in Jan of 1866, the farm and 
family responsibility passed to her eldest son, William 
Warren Jr. at the age of 15. Hannah also had six other 
children to care for. She continued to live on the farm 
with her son William, and the rest of her children. 
Eventually her other children would seek out other 
opportunities and would move away. 



The Children of William Warren Sn, and Hannah Woolliss 


Hannah’s second son, David Warren would marry Melissa Keck. 
The Keck family lived in the same area as the Warrens, just down 
the road as a matter of fact. Though they did live with the Warren 
family for a time after they were married, eventually they would 
move to Glen Stewart, a neighboring area to farm. David and 
Melissa along with three of their children are buried in a private 
cemetery on their old farm. 

John Warren (b. 1854-1864), William and Hannah's third son, died 
as a child. No record of his death has ever been located. 

Hannah Elizabeth “Ann” Warren was their eldest daughter and 
fourth child. She married a man with the last name of Abbott. She 
lived at the Warren farm with 
her daughter, Ethiel Abbott. It 
is unknown what happened 
to Mr. Abbott. 

Elizabeth Warren Abbott’s daughter, Ethiel Abbott Warren married 
George Forsyth and they had a child by the name Ethel. Ethel died 
from measles in 1920. She was 39 years old. She is buried in the 
same grave as her grandmother Hannah. 

The second daughter of William Sn. and Hannah Woolliss was 
Sarah Ann. Sarah Ann Warren married Daniel Alexander Weekes. 

They moved across the St Lawrence River into New York State. 

















They had eleven children together. Sarah died in 1929. Alexander lived to 1939. 


Hannah’s third daughter, Charlotte “Lottie” Warren married Joseph Fisher. Prior to their marriage, 
according to records I have located, Charlotte had a child in Toronto at the age of 14, Isaah Warren. The 
record clearly shows the phrase “illegitimate”. The birth record I have comes from a home for unwed 
mothers. I think there was an intention for her to have her child adopted but perhaps to the families credit, 
this did not happen. We find both of them living at the Warren farm in the 1889 census. Charlotte and 
Joseph had two additional children, Hannah Maude Fisher and Charlotte Beatrice Fisher. 



Hannah and William’s youngest son, Thomas Warren, was born in 1863. He was two years old when his 
father died. Thomas eventually moved to Minnesota, where he married and followed the Mormon religion. 
Thomas passed away in 1919. 

Hannah and William Warren Sn’s eldest child (and our primary person of interest here), was William 
Warren Jr. William, born in England and he was about two when the family moved to Canada around 
1852. When his father died, William was sixteen years old. With the help of his mother Hannah, William 
took over the farm and helped to raise his brothers and sisters. Except for some time he spent in military 
service during the Fenian Raids of 1866, William was a determined, dedicated son and father. 

William Warren Jr. married Sarah Robertson on Jan 1, 1873. The farm prospered and William added to 
the home which his father had built. 

The children of William Warren and Sarah Robertson. 

William and Sarah had eight children of which three died at young ages. These three children were John, 
Mary, and Edward. It is unknown how Mary died but Edward passed away shortly after his third birthday, 
when he fell down a well and drowned. It has been said that he was playing around the well and had 
placed a bag over his head. I actually do remember my grandmother, Ester Warren, telling me to stay 
away from the well that they had in the front yard in Vegreville. I was quite young, so she told me there 
was a witch in the well and she would “get me” if I got too close. It definitely kept me away from the well!! 

John died at the age of two from a spinal infection (meningitis?) according to his death record. 



















Below are the only photos of William Warren Jr and Sarah Robertson Warren that I have. 



William Jr passed away in 1917 from rectal cancer and Sarah died from pneumonia in 1924. Hannah 
Wooliss lived with William Jr. family and William George Warren until her passing in 1919. 












Robert Warren, my grandfather, was the second son of William Jr and Sarah and the second youngest of 
the family.. Robert Warren had two older sisters and an older brother and a younger sister. 


Agnes Louise Warren (b. Feb 18, 1874) was the oldest child of 
William Warren Jr and Sarah.. She married Willis Newton. They 
moved to the US and lived in Moretown, Vermont. 


Willis Newton died after 
contracting TB in 1914. When 
Willis died, the whole family 
was already quite ill. According 
to records I have found, 

Agnes also had pneumonia as 
well as two of her children and 
the remainder of her children 
were sick with whooping 
cough. Agnes somehow 
survived all this and went on to 
raise their nine children. 

Despite the earlier hardships, 
the Newton family grew as her 
children married and 
prospered. 

Many stories were told about my Great Aunt Agnes being Wayne Newton’s grandmother, primarily by my 
mother, Vivian Warren. None of them are true. My research shows no connection whatsoever to him. 
Agnes Warren Newton passed away on Jan 25, 1966. She is shown in the picture above standing behind 
my grandfather Robert Warren. Agnes was buried in Moortown, Vermont where she spent most of her life. 



Mr. and Mr*. P. K. Orifllth w**rc gin-altt 
of rfUUvpn in Montpt«li«»r. Simdiy. 


ntb-oWl won of Mr. 
wtnl Mr*. A. >1. Sielt, died Saturday 
pvftiins, May 2, aft^r a awk* illnraa 
with hrniuhitif. Funeral aanim wrn* 
betid Monday at 1 o'clock. Rrv. A. A. 
Mandiaro officiating, with burial in the 
Iraavillc cemetery at Waitarteld. The 
many beautiful flower* ahowed the sym¬ 
pathy extended the bcrrtvnl family in 
the Ion# of this little one. who wa* the 
eunahiae of the horac, 



verat from this town and Dux bury 
met on Saturday afternoon to form a 
cemetery aaanriation for the purpose of 
caring *for th** South Pushtu y ceme¬ 
tery. The neceaaary hvlawa were adopt 
ed and officer* elected. They expect in 
the near future to erect a nea fence, 
which will be a much needed improve¬ 
ment. 




Charlotte Warren (b. Aug 13, 1876), was Robert’s second 
oldest sister. Charlotte, (she went by Nell), married Herbert 
Percival Jubb. They lived in Chesterville and Herbert Jubb 
ran a butcher shop called “The English Pork Shop”. 
Charlotte passed in 1963 after a long period of disability. I 


am not sure exactly what 
happened to Charlotte but I 
have evidence that she was 
paraplegic until her death in 
her later years. I suspect 
she suffered from spinal 
stenosis. 

Both Charlotte and Herbert 
Jubb are buried with 
Herbert’s parents in 
Chesterville, Ontario. 


Robert Warren received word 
I recently of the death of his 
• sister, Mrs. Herbert Jubb of 
Iroquois, Ont. She was in her 


87th year. Mrs. Jubb was a par¬ 
alytic and has been confined to 
a wheel chair for the past twelve 
years. Funeral services were 
held Friday, March 22nd. Sur¬ 
viving besides her husband are 
one daughter, Mrs. John Gord- 
ier of Ottawa, two sisters, Mrs. 
Agnes Newton of Moretown, 
Vermont, and Mrs. James Keck 
of St. Catherines, also two 
brothers. Mm. Warren of Main- 


-md Robert Warren 


ren of I 

J 



















Charlotte and Herbert had one child, Leona Jubb. Leona married 
John Herman Gordier. Leona was a teacher in the Ottawa area. 
Leona passed away May 11,2015. 

I am unsure how many children Leona had but I am aware of 
Alan Gordier who was her son and has also passed away. Alan 
lived in Ottawa was married and did have children. 



Robert also had an older brother. William George Warren Jr. (b. Oct 
25, 1880). As the oldest male heir, William would inherit the farm in 
Matilda. He married twice. His first wife Ellen Service died very 
young. Next, he married Catherine Ann McGee. They would have 
eight children. Shown below is Catherine with some of her children. 
Barbara Turner, one of the people that assisted me with this 
research is the daughter of Joseph Willis Warren. William passed 
away in 1968. He and Catherine are buried in Iroquois, Ontario. 














Katherine and her first 3 children 


William Neville Warren 
Born 1908 


John Allen Rae Warren 
Born 1911 


Joseph William Warren 
Born 1910 



Robert also had a younger sister, Leila Sarah Warren (b. June 
15, 1886). She married James Keck another farmer in the 
Iroquois area. Her sister Charlotte and her brother in law Herbert 
Jubb were witnesses at her wedding. Eventually, Sarah and 
James would move to the St. Catherines area. This probably 
occurred with the flooding of the lost villages of Ontario of which 
the Keck and Warren farms would have been included. Robert 
was not around to celebrate either of his sister’s weddings. 
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EXCERPTS FROM THE 
MARRIAGE ACT. 


THAT, 1 believe there is no affinity, consanguinity, prior marriage or other lawful cause or legal impediment to bar or h 
nisation of the marriage, and 

THAT the contents set forth herein are to the best of my knowledge, information and belief, true in every particular 


BRIDEGROOM 


BRIDE 


NAMES 
in full 


CONDITION 


RELIGIOUS 

DENOMINATION 


RESIDENCE 

MARRIED 


INTENDED 

£HSSa%e 


SWORN 


Issuer of Marriage Licenses at i 


IntroctioBJ to Pmra Solemn izin| Mnrriige : 

After solemnizing the marriage, fill in the particulars and forward 
this LICENSE FORTHWITH to the REGISTRAR- 
GENERAL, SPADINA HOUSE, TORONTO. 


AFFIDAVIT required by provision of The Marriage Act before License is granted 
by Issuer of Marriage Licenses. 


I certify that I solemnised the marriage of:— 

room . ChMshhxxAj 

u, . Q-**aJLi ^^OMJUa -3 


b. -._ 
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-, of __ _M the Province of - 
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2. (1) The Provincial Secretary 
shall from time to time, on applica¬ 
tion made to him according to forma 
prescribed by the Lieutenant-Gov¬ 
ernor in Council, or to the like effect, 
which application may be made by 
the applicant or, on his behalf, by 
the ecclesiastical authority or 
authorities of the church, religious 
denomination or congregation to 
which he belongs, register such per¬ 
son as authorized to solemnize mar¬ 
riage and may issue one or more 
certificates of such registration to 
any person so registered or other¬ 
wise and may include therein the 
name of any number of persons so 
registered. 

18. If any person not registered 
with and certified by the Provincial 
Secretary, as hereinbefore provided, 
solemnizes or undertakes to solem¬ 
nize any marriage, he shall incur a 
penalty of $500 and shall also be 
liable to imprisonment for any term 
not exceeding twelve months, but 
such penalties shall be recoverable or 
/ imposed only by action at the suit 
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Robert Warren, my grandfather, became a meat cutter or butcher. This is the primary trade he would use 
most of his life to support his family. After he retired, Robert also sold product for the Fuller Brush 
Company to supplement his retirement income. 

So when Robert had left home at the age of 22 , he went west to work in Winnipeg for Swift Canadian 
Company as a meat cutter. Prior to this Robert’s skills in meat cutting and handling were acquired through 
the family business his father ran. William Warren Jr had supported his family with “working the dray” 
(hauling with a wagon and horses) and selling meat from the wagon in town. Robert worked with his 
father William and learned a great deal about the cutting and handling of meat as a result. 


The oldest known picture of Robert Warren is not clear enough to get an image from. I have it on good 
authority that Robert is shown seated in the wagon in the picture below. William Warren Jr and Sarah 
Robinson Warren are shown seated in chairs. Standing behind William Warren Jr is his son, William 
George Warren and Nellie Service, his first spouse. Nellie Serviss died in January of 1905. William did not 
remarry until 1907 and his brother had left for Winnipeg. Charlotte Warren stands to the right of and 
slightly behind Sarah Robertson Warren. To the left of Sarah Robertson Warren stands Leila Sarah 
Warren, their youngest child. This photo was taken shortly before Robert left home to go west to Winnipeg 
in 1906 so that would date it to about 1904. Somewhere there is a larger picture of the same scene and 
apparently the sign on the side of the wagon says “William Warren” quite clearly. 

















When Robert arrived in Winnipeg, he stayed at the rooming house run by Andrew and Josephine Gallasay 
according to the 1906 census when he moved to Winnipeg. As providence would have it, George and 
Dora Croshaw also ran a rooming house right next door! So wouldn’t you know it. Ester Croshaw, their 
daughter, also helped with the family business. In the census, we find Robert and Ester, living next door 
to each other. Somehow, as next door neighbors, Robert Warren met Ester Croshaw, the daughter of 
George Croshaw and Dora (Cuddie) Croshaw. 


Ester was a certified Sunday School Teacher (by the Methodist Church). I am in possession of her 
certification document. When Robert and Ester married in Winnipeg (April 10, 1907) Ester was only 16 
years old. Robert would have been 25. Below is the only record I am aware of that confirms this marriage. 
I have not yet located the marriage license. 
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MONTH’S MABBI AGES 
BIBTHS AND DEATHS 


^Births Exceed Deaths By 102 — 
Over 300 Infants Registered 
—Vital Statistics 


During th* month of May ihwrr. w*re 
j 304 births In the city, of which 174 
"were male* and 130 females. During 
the isam* period 202 people died, 122 
male* and 30 female*, showing a sur¬ 
plus at 102 In favor of the births. 

Marriages Celebrated 
Marriages celebrated during the 
month were a* follows: 


By Rev. C. H. Stewart—W. D. Bag- 

ley to Grace McRae. 

7 By Rav. G. W. L*. Stewart—Robert 
•IWarren to Esther Croshaw. 

By. Rev- John G. Bitcon—James Mou- 
att.to Margaret Watson. 


Robert, it would seem, had a bit of wanderlust and I think it was because he was always looking to make 
life better for his family. Perhaps his dreams pursued him. It is very well known that he drank “ more than 
just a little”. Whichever it was, I always had the feeling that my grandfather was a bit of a dreamer, maybe 
























a schemer some would say,and was always looking to find an easier, better way to make a living. I am 
sure that he worked very hard to support the family that he created. What follows now is a bit of 
information on the family of his newly found bride, Ester. 

The George and Dora Croshaw Family 

George Croshaw, my maternal great grandfather and Robert Warren’s father in law, was by trade a 



painter, and by all the records, he worked at that profession his whole life. He was a stickler for ensuring 
that things were done very well. I have read a story that recalls that he used to say “If a job is worth doing, 
it is worth doing right and good enough is no damn good at all” His spouse, my great grandmother, Dora 
Cuddie was the daughter of James Cuddie and Jane Hogan, a Irish couple who emigrated to Canada and 
lived in Ottawa. Dora was born in Ottawa, George was born in Ohio. George had come to Ottawa after 
being born in the USA and also after living in England with his family. His family moved back to Canada 
after George Fox Croshaw, his father, died in England. 


George Fox Croshaw was English. He 
was employed by the trade unions in the 
late 1800’s to promote their interests in 
America and Canada. He married 
Margaret Hodgins in Ohio. Margaret 
came from a large Irish family that was 
living in Canada at the time. When his 
work was done George Sn, moved his 
family back to England. Margaret moved 
them to Canada after George Sn passed 
away. 



George and Dora became “the 
Croshaws” (married) in Ottawa in 1889. 










His best man and best friend, John Garret married Florence Cuddie (Dora’s sister) about a week later. 


The Garret family had also lived on the same block in England and John came to Canada along with his 
close friend, George Croshaw. They worked together as painters in Ottawa. George and Dora eventually 
moved to Carberry Manitoba, and then back to Winnipeg where George worked as a painter and Dora ran 
a boarding house with the help of my grandmother Ester who was 16 years old. Eventually the family 
moved to Greenville, Saskatchewan where they homesteaded. By the time George and Dora began 
homesteading their daughter Ester was married and living in Vegreville Alberta with her husband Robert. 


Saskatchewan would be their last home together as Dora died in 1937. Eventually George Croshaw, 

moved to Vegreville to be closer to Esther, his eldest daughter. 
George and Dora had nine children, three of which died very young. 
Below is a picture taken in 1907. This photo was taken while Robert 
went ahead to look for work in Brandon, Manitoba. He and Ester are 
married as evidenced by the wedding ring on Esther’s hand. 

The farm at Greenville was taken over by his son, James Henry 
Croshaw or as he was called “Hank”. Lansdowne Croshaw moved to 
Lethbridge. George is buried in Vegreville. Dora is buried separately 
in Saskatchewan. One of her children, Robert Hamilton, who died at 
eighteen years old, is buried alongside her. 

Young George Croshaw and Myrtle both died very young and were 
buried in Winnipeg, prior to their move to Saskatchewan. Dora’s 
father and my great, great grandfather on the maternal side, James 
Cuddie, also moved to Carberry from Ottawa and farmed there for 

Lansdowne Cuddie. Ester’s maternal grandmother died in Carberry in 
1923, James her husband died 1929 is buried in Winnipeg. 


many years. Eventually he moved to Winnipeg to live with his son, 


JAMES CUDDIE, 
AGED 92, DIES 


Cam* to Manitoba IS Vean 
Ago, Farmed in Car¬ 
ter ry District 


A rMjdint of Manitoba tor thr 
p&fl thirty-fur years. .hmfii Cuddle 
nxvd filed In ihe Winnipeg 

I General hntplui a n Sunday. Mr 
Cuddle wm horn in Scotland Jan 
nary 20. 1S37, and cimfl in Cam in 
when h* wan a youn^ min. He 
was married in Ottawa when That 
city was known as Bytown and 
had a family of thirteen children 
1 Mr. and Mr* Cuddie eame »» 
Manitoba when I heir ymmpe-! 
child wjia si a year* old, and brought 
theli* family with them Vor 
fifteen yean Mr fuddle farmed 
in the Carherry district, and, fnr 
the past iwenly ho las resided in 
Wi n n 1 peg. Mr * i ud d la p red * c * a if < I 
him a|* vr^ra hr a and for the 
last eight years hf* haa hern living 
with his younger ion, Lariadowne 
at ftfG Garfield etrret 
The funeral whs held th'« *fter 
! noon from Hardil a funeral hi-‘me 
Rfv, A .f Crulkahank* nondtK'trd 
the atrvlfln which was held at 2 
p.m , Burial w T aa muds in Brooks 
aide cemetery Mr Cuddle i* 
survived by *ii children, three 
daughter*. Mrs G Croshaw Momaii 
&a*M ' Mn W H. Harrison Saek 
Atonn. and Mr* J. tt Garrett 
Winnipeg, and three eon* W IT 
1 of Calgary and J. R and L of 
Winnipeg 






But, I digress, back to the story of Ester and Robert...from Winnipeg, Ester and Robert Warren, moved to 
Brandon, Manitoba. Robert worked in a meat shop there. It could not have been for very long, as we next 
find them in Prince Albert, Saskatchewan upon the birth of their first child George William Warren (b. April 
22, 1908). 

In one year, they had already moved twice. They remained in Prince Albert for a few years. Two years 
later, they had twins, Kenneth Albert Warren and Grace M. Warren (b. March 14, 1910). Grace passed 
away shortly after or during childbirth in 1910 and is buried in Prince Albert, Saskatchewan. The death of 
a child may have been part of the impetus to move on into Alberta. 


















In 1911, Robert and Ester moved to Vegreville, Alberta. There Lome Clyde Warren (B. Dec 28, 1911) was 
born. Robert applied for a homestead near Spedden, so off they went again to try their life out as 
homesteaders. 



The Warren homestead cabin circa 1915.1 am not sure who is on the horse but i believe the 

horse’s name is “Queenie” 


The homestead, located at required a great deal of work. A log cabin was built that had a sod roof. Land 

had to be cleared and “broke”. Firewood was cut to keep them warm in the 
winter. After establishing the homestead at NW17.60.12W4 (Legal land 
Description) in Alberta, the farm needed to be work for a period of time for 
the property to become fully owned by the homesteader. Robert and Ester 
were successful in their efforts. 

Tom and Robert were close friends and had worked together at Casson’s 
Meat Market in Vegreville. When Robert and Ester went homesteading, Tom 
took the homestead next to theirs and they remained close friends. 
Eventually, Tom signed up for the Army and left the homestead behind. 

Once the homestead was “proved up”, Robert and Ester moved back to 
Vegreville in 1916 and Robert Sn. opened the Pioneer Meat Market. When 
Tom Bowles returned from the war, he became a full partner with Robert. 


PIONEER 
Meat Market 

We hafidfp but the. best in MEATS 
Try our Veal Cutlets, Str?otn Steaks 
Park Sausages, or any other meat j 
ym,t desire. If 

; Or*.? r- 'j-r w II ronv tvce you thatjl 

,-tve run a real, butcher.shop, and aeU|| 
real choice meat. 

We also handle 

Ft SR. POULTRY and PRODUCej| 
Yours for satisfaction 

WARREN &. BOWLES 

Proprietors if 


All the while their family grew. Robert Edward Warren (b. Dec 29, 1913) was born in Winnipeg, Manitoba 
on a trip back to Winnipeg to visit the Croshaws, no doubt. Newton Lansdowne Warren (Jan 01, 1916) 
was born in Vegreville, Alberta. In 1917, Robert Warren’s father, William Warren Jr., passed away from 
rectal cancer. His mother Sarah, still lived on the farm with his older brother. There is no record of Robert 
attending his funeral. This must have been a difficult time for him. 

Robert and Ester continued to have more children. Both, Lela Jane Warren (b. May 26, 1918) and Everett 
James Warren (b. May 26, 1921). The picture below was taken in 1921 or early 1922. 
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The business partnership with Tom Bowles dissolved and Tom bought out Robert and ran the pioneer 
Meat Market for many years after. With seven children and pregnant with the eighth, the family returned to 
the Spedden homestead in the spring of 1923 and there, my aunt, Lillian Ester Warren (b. Oct 17, 1923) 
was born. 

It was also during this period that Robert’s mother Sarah, became sick from pneumonia in 1924 and died. 
There is a story about Sarah and the burning of the original home on the Matilda farm. 

She apparently was overcome with smoke and was carried out of the house on a mattress. Once outside, 
she “suddenly” jumped up and ran to the neighbors (Dr Collision’s home) in her bare feet to seek shelter. 
This story comes to us through my Uncle Robert Edward Warren and was told to him by Leona Jubb. It is 
obvious that Leona was mistaken. The problem with her story is revealed because the death certificate 
does not reflect smoke inhalation as a cause of death. Her doctor was also Dr Johnston who recorded the 
cause of death as pneumonia. In any case, Sarah Robertson Warren passed away on November 30, 

1924. 

Life on the homestead went on. The original cabin was abandoned after the sod roof caved in. The family 
built a new two story home to house themselves. Laurine Mildred Warren (b. Oct 8, 1925) and my mother, 
Vivian Agnes Warren (b. May 20, 1929) were born in this home. Shown on the last page is a picture of 
Vivian Agnes, my mother. The date is wrong on the photo. 





Below is a picture of Lillian and Lela Warren feeding the cats and their trained pig. I am not sure exactly 
what the pig was trained to do but perhaps eat!! 
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Ester Warren homeschooled 
her children, a common 
practise back then. The 
Warrens lived in Spedden 
until my mother was three 
years old. In 1932, Ester 
decided that with ten children 
and no school in the area that 
they had to move back to 
Vegreville. They sold the 
homestead farm and Robert 


Warren opened Warren’s Meat Market, an endeavour owned entirely by the Warren family. 














Warren’s Meat Market 


Prices back in the day were quite inexpensive but still the average wage was $1/day. 


MS O. BKCA 1 HB 



Choice Boneless Rolled Roast Beef... 


Choice Beef Pot Roast....... 


1l 

Prime Chuck Roast Beef. **«*•...**■ 


II 

'BARREN'S HEAT MARKET, Dobbins Block, 

Phone 63 


Mine ed Hsflif ^ 3 In 5*4*4* **-*■■*■ ■«■«»■**** 

. . 15 * 


Sausagfi, 2 lbs v ******* + 

, . 15 * 


Boiling Beef**+ a **.****.»-«*»*«**»,**+■* 

, ,05* per lb. 


Sugar Cured Bacon (best obtainable)* B .*. 

. .20* per lb. 

sliced 


By 1940, Robert Warren had built a meat locker plant that operated in conjunction with the meat market. 
During the second world war, their son Clyde Warren returned on a furlough to visit before shipping out. 
While he was on his way back to his unit, his first wife 

Mrs. Clyde Warren 
Dies at Vegreville 

VEOREVILLE.— Mrs. W a r r e n, 
wife of Sgt -Mai. Clyde Warren and 
mother of four small sons, died here 
after a three-day illness. Sqt. 
Warren has not been located. He 
recently left Calgary for the east 
after a three-months' furlough. He 
was four years overseas with the 
Loyal Edmonton Regiment. 


became very sick and died in the hospital. He 
needed to return and make arrangements for his 
children to be cared for. Robert and Essie opened 
their doors to his four boys and cared for them 



until he returned from the war. 






















The locker plant was sold off to a chicken processing company in 1946, Robert Warren had retired and the 
business was now being run by George William Warren, their eldest son. 

George had married Eleanor Downey, the daughter of A.S. Downey from Willington, Alberta. 



Robert and Ester celebrated their 50th Anniversary in 1957. Robert and Esther would travel to Iriquois, 
Ontario and visit Robert’s brother, William and his sister Agnes in 1957. The family (his children) “gifted 
the trip” to them on their 50th wedding anniversary. While he was there a family reunion of sorts occurred. 
It would be the last time Robert would get to see his family. Most everyone was there and still able to visit. 
His sister Agnes came from New York with her son Clyde and her granddaughter Mary Agnes Newton. 

His sister Charlotte”Nell” was there. She was having trouble walking but she still managed to pose for 
photos while sitting in a chair. His sister, Sarah Lela Keck for whom my Aunt Lela Leeland was named 
was there as well. William George Warren and his spouse Catherine, hosted the party and provided 
Robert and Ester with a place to stay. Many of the family members, sons, granddaughters and nieces, 
grandsons and nephews were there. 





The Warren Family 1957 
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The original farm established by William Warren Sn, was still there, although the original home had long 
since burned down but preparations were being made to flood the area in 1958 so that it would soon 
become part of the St Lawrence Seaway and the canal project associated with it. Homes and burial sites 
were being moved to higher ground. The older Warren graves were relocated as well. What was left of 













the original Matilda farm that Robert grew up on is now gone. It is now part of the Lost Villages of Ontario 
and the original farm site lies deep beneath the surface of the waters of the St. Lawrence River. 


There is still an older map that does show where the original farm would 
have been before the flooding. The map also shows many of the other 
family names and farms related to the Warren family, such as Keck, and 
Jubb. Herbert Jubb in his later years, painted a picture of the scenery of the 
Iroquois area titled “Before the Last Blast” 


Robert and Ester Warren were married for 53 years when Ester passed 
away on Aug 2,1960. Ester was very involved in the church and her 
community as shown in the obituary here. 


She was not a “temperance woman” as such, although she grew up in that 
time period. It certainly was well known that she did not like or have any 
patience for “drunks”. To me, my grandmother, was always a kind woman 
who smelled like lavender. She passed away when I was six years old. 


Robert, my grandfather, remained in Vegreville after Ester passed away 
and he himself passed on Sept 27, 1965. His family was scattered quite far 
apart and it must have been a lonely time for him. Robert and Ester are 
buried together in Vegreville, Alberta. The birth year on the headstone for 
Robert is incorrect. It should read 1882. 

2 ( 77 ? /t/l#rvi'* P&.t'p.^ych 


WARREN — On September 27, Mr. 
Robert (Sr.) Warren o< Vegreville, 
Alberta, passed away aged 82 years. 
Survived by six sons and four daugh¬ 
ters, George of Courtenay, B.C., 
Kenneth of Laeombe, Clyde of Leduc, 
Bob of Alix, Newton of Elk Point, 
Everett of Edmonton. Mrs. (Leta) 
Burnard Leeland of Vermilion, Mrs. 
Lillian Nelson of Edmonton, Mrs. 
(Laurine) E. Redmond of Calgary, 
Mrs. (Vivian) C. Paranych of Grand 
Centre; 37 grandchildren; 27 great¬ 
grandchildren. Also brothers, sisters 
and numerous nieces and nephews 



Mrs. Warren 
Of Vegreville 
| Dies At 70 | 

f V KG SEVILLE - Mrs. Robert I 
I Warren, Sr , 70> died here in I 
r St, Joseph".! Hospital. 

Funeral services will be held I 
Mat 2 p,m, Friday from Vegre* I 
viUe United Church, with Rev, I 
C. B. Hickman GfficUtmg, Burial I 
will be in Riverside cemetery. I 
Park Memorial Chapel is In I 
charge of arrangements. 

Either Ins Warren wai bom I 
fn Ottawa, the daughter of I 
George Crenshaw, ind married I 
Robert Warren at Winnipeg in I 
1907. Liter (hit year the couple I 
came to Vegreville and they re- fl 
skied here ever since. 

Mrs Warren was a past presi- I 
dent of the United (liurrh WMS I 
and of (he Vegreville Women ft I 
Institute. For several year* she I 
was director of ihe women's sec- 1 
U tlors at the Vegreville Exhibition, 1 
| She Is turvlved by her bus 1 
I hand;, six sons and four da ugh- J 
I ters: George of Penticton, B.C.; J 
I Kenneth of Lacnmbe, Clyde of , 

I Udur. Robert of Consort, New^ 

I ton of Elk Point. Everett of Fd- 
I monton, Mrs, (Ldi) Bernard Le- * 
land of Minburn, Mrs. (Lillian) l 
I Stanley Nelson of Vegreville, I 
I Mrs. (Lauritie) Edward Rod- ] 
I mond of Calgary, Mrs (Vivian) l| 
I Cecil Paranych of Edmonton: 

I also 3fl grandchildren, 12 great m 
I grandchildren two brothers and 
I three sillers: James Croshaw J 
I and Lansdmtn Cron haw of Eaton, J1 
Saak.: Mrs, Florenc# Gake of 1 
Kalon. Sisk ; Mn. E(he] Under J 
I of Abbey, Saak ; amt Mrs. Juk J 
I McKIndry of Tiber. 


in Eastern Canada. 

Funeral service Friday, October 1 
at 2:00 p.m. at Vegreville United 
Church. Reverend C. B. Hickman ; 
will officiate with interment in River- 
aide Cemetery. Park Memorial Ltd. 
Funeral Administrators and Directors. 
(The Chaoel on the Boulevard). 


























